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DISTRICT MEETINGS FROM 
A PRESIDENT’S VIEWPOINT 


4JNE OF the most profitable and enjoyable experiences that 
I have had for some time was the opportunity of attending 
the eight district library meetings. 


To attend eight meetings with the same subjects and 
books listed for discussion, one would naturally think that the meet- 
ings would become very boring. But it was most interesting to 
observe how differently each group responded and there was always 
some new thought and inspiration to take away from each meeting. 


The fact that the meetings were well attended and that great 
interest was displayed by librarians, library trustees and library 
friends emphasized the importance of the meetings to each district. 
Besides the program and the opportunity given for the discussion 
of problems in general, | value the inspiration derived from personal 
contacts and the pleasure of becoming acquainted with more of the 
librarians and library trustees over the state. I shall always remember 
the privilege of attending the district meetings. 


Let us look forward to meeting again at the state meeting in the 
fall. You need the Association and the Association needs you. 


—MILDRED H. PIKE, President. 











Iowa Library Association—1936 


As announced on the front of this 
number of the Quarterly the Iowa Li- 
brary Association meeting for 1936 will 
be held in Des Moines November 34d, 
4th and 5th. On the 5th is to occur 
a joint meeting with the Iowa State 
Teachers’ Association as indicated in 
the tentative program which follows. 

Hotel Savery has been selected as 
headquarters where registration will 
take place and such meetings will be 
held as are not scheduled elsewhere. 
The exhibits also will be displayed in 
this hotel. 

It is too early to give full informa- 
tion regarding the program, but the 
tentative program indicates some of 
the speakers who have been selected 
and these are sure to prove attractions 
and to give satisfaction. 

Again this year the sectional meet- 
ings will be held as luncheons with pos- 
sibly one common speaker for all. 

Hotel Savery rates will be as fol- 
lows: Single rooms, $2.50 to $3.50; 
double rooms, $3.50 to $5.00; all rooms 
with baths. 


Tentative Program 
Tuesday Morning, November 3d 


Registration — Headquarters, Savery 
Hotel 
Tuesday Afternoon 

3 :00—Address of Welcome 
Response 
Music 
Address—Mrs. Bertita Hard- 
ing, Linguist and Musician, 
author of ‘‘The Phantom 
Crown’’ 


Tuesday Evening 
8 :00—Legislation and State Planning 
Report 
Address — Hon. Addison M. 
Parker, Des Moines 
Wednesday Morning, November 4th 
9 :30—Business Meeting 
Book Talks—Adult 
—Juvenile 
Wednesday Noon 
12 :30—Sectional Luncheons; 


Large 
and Small Libraries, Reference, 
Trustees, Hospital, University 
and College 


_ ‘Wednesday Afternoon 
Free 
Wednesday Evening 
6:30—Dinner and Address—Phyllis 
Bentley, distinguished British 
author of ‘‘Freedom Farewel}”’ 
and ‘‘Inheritance’’ 


Thursday Morning, November 5th 


9 :30—Hertzberg Demonstration 
Plaque Award 
Thursday Afternoon 
1 :30—Greetings, State Teachers As. 
sociation 
Address—Rachel Field, winner 
of the John Newbery Medal in 
1929 for her book, ‘‘ Hitty, Her 
First Hundred Years’”’ 
School and Children’s Section, 
in connection with the State 
Teachers’ Association 
University and College Section 
Thursday Evening 
8 :00—Cornelia Otis Skinner, pre- 
sented by the State Teachers’ 
Association 


District Meetings, 1936 

The District Meetings for 1936 were 
held at places and on dates announced 
in the last number of the Quarterly. 
The weather was genera!!y auspicious 
and the attendance exactly the same 
as in 1935, being 405. The meeting 
with the largest attendance was Storm 
Lake, with 69 from outside the town. 
This meeting also had the largest num- 
ber of trustees present, 38 from outside, 
and the largest number of libraries 
represented, 23. Marshalltown had the 
largest number of librarians present, 
35. 

This showing was very good but 
what is more important, the meetings 
are reported to have been very satis- 
factory and successful in every way. 
The presence of Miss Pike, president 
of the I. L. A., and of Mrs. Gordon, 
chairman of the Legislative Committee, 
added interest and enthusiasm in all 
places. The trustees were particularly 
interested in the discussion on legisla- 
tion. The only regret is that more were 
not present to carry home the facts to 
their library boards. 

The subject used for roll call, ‘‘Snow 
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Stories,’’ did not prove to be quite as 
interesting as have some other topies, 
but it did serve to start the meetings 
going. Certification, which was to have 
been covered by Miss Robinson, was 
presented by Miss Pike and the result 
of the meetings has been shown by the 
large number of applications for cer- 
tificates which have been sent in. 

It is to be hoped that the attendance 
of the district directors of WPA at 
the meetings had the effect of clarify- 
ing this subject for library boards, 
librarians, and WPA directors. In 
some meetings the discussions were 
more lively than others. 


The change this year in the manner 
of presenting the book discussions by 
dividing the list among several libra- 
rians seems to have been very satis- 
factory as reported from the various 
meetings. The formal speakers gave 
satisfaction in all places. 

Because of the enjoyment in other 
years when music has appeared on the 
programs, this year music was included 
at either the luncheon or afternoon 
sessions of every meeting and this we 
feel sure added greatly to the enjoy- 
ment of all present. 

Tea was enjoyed at a number of 
places. 

A number of invitations were re- 
ceived for next year and will be re- 
ferred to the board for confirmation. 
The list is given below. 

As usual, adult book lists were dis- 
tributed to all the meetings, but juve- 
nile book lists were provided by only 
the speakers at a few of the meetings. 
The adult lists have been sent to the 
librarians not present. 


Chairmen 

Northwest Distriet—Laura Shipley, Sheldon, 
Iowa 

Middle West District—Mrs. Gertrude Nel- 
son, Audubon, lowa 

Southwest Districet—Harriet Foster, Clarinda, 
lowa 

Northeast District — Marion 
Nashua, Iowa 

Middle East District—Lillian Sutherland, 
_ Clinton, Iowa 

Southeast District—Nannie Fulton, Keokuk, 
lowa 

Central Districet—Blanche Stewart, Marshall- 
_town, lowa 

North Central Distriet—Lydia Margaret Bar- 
rett, Mason City, lowa 


Williams, 
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Northwest District 
Reported by Iva Glessner, Sioux City 
District library meetings always give 

me three major impressions — the 
friendliness and informality of the 
meetings, the loyalty of so many small 
town library trustees in attending these 
meetings, and the courage and self- 
sacrifice of the small town librarians 
in their determination to make their 
libraries a vital factor in their ecom- 
munities. The invincible spirit which 
keeps up their courage and professional 
interest though they have little or no 
contact with other members of their 
profession is an inspiration to all li- 
brarians. At the Storm Lake meeting 
I had two additional impressions, one 
happy and one not so happy—the ab- 
sence of Miss Robinson and the sincere 
hospitality of Miss Walpole and her 
board. A library meeting without Miss 
Robinson’s guidance and helpful sug- 
gestions is unthinkable. Her absence 
was felt keenly by all who were pres- 
ent at the meeting. It is always a spe- 
cial treat to visit Miss Walpole’s 
library, not only because of her friend- 
liness and graciousness as a_ hostess, 
but because of her fine example and 
the inspiration she passes on to her 
fellow librarians. 


During the course of the various 
talks and discussions many practical 
suggestions were made. For example, 
Mrs. Gordon, from Iowa City, eluci- 
dated on how to meet and cooperate 
with state checkers; Miss Shipley, of 
Sheldon, introduced the subject of 
what can be done and what is being 
done by librarians to «cooperate with 
the schools; Miss Conway demon- 
strated how the Sioux City library is 
keeping its WPA workers busy at use- 
ful work; Miss Hoffman, of LeMars, 
chairman, introduced the subject of 
certification for lowa librarians and 
Miss Pike enlarged upon it. In her 
message as state president, Miss Pike 
expressed her pleasure in working with 
the various librarians over the state, 
her admiration for the small town li- 
brarians and what they are doing in 
their communities and outlined the 
program planned for the state meeting 
in the fall. 
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The special speaker of the day was 
a member of the Buena Vista College 
faculty. In an excellent talk on “‘ Read- 
ing as a Factor in Moulding Present 
Day Thought,’’ he not only enter- 
tained his audience but challenged li- 
brarians to be alert to what is the 
meaning back of much current read- 
ing matter. He mentioned particularly 
the influence exerted by newspapers, 
periodicals and advertising. 

The adult book talks were given by 
three librarians in place of one, thus 
furnishing a variety of personalities 
and reactions toward the new books 
considered. Miss Benton, children’s 
librarian at Sioux City, talked about 
juvenile books in her usual refreshing 
manner, much to the enjoyment and 
entertainment of her audience. 

The audience was very appreciative, 
responded splendidly to all speakers, 
and cooperated in the general discus- 
sions. Special mention should be made 
of the large number of trustees pres- 
ent. They expressed a great interest 
in library problems and not only 
listened but took part in the discus- 
sions. A great deal of commendation 
is due these patriotic citizens for their 
interest and enthusiasm in one of the 
important institutions in their com- 
munities. 





Middlewest District 
Reported by Marjorie Donaldson, . 
Iowa Library Commission 
Thirteen towns of the Middlewest 
District of the I. L. A. were represented 
at the Audubon meeting on April 23d. 
Of the 43 registered there were 17 li- 
brarians present and 26 board members 


and visitors. The afternoon meeting 


was augmented by the interested li- 
brary friends of Audubon. 

An explanation of the new interpre- 
tation of an old law was ably given 
by Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, chairman 
of the Legislative Committee of the 
I. L. A. 

Luncheon was served at the com- 
munity center and was especially ap- 
preciated by those who had been re- 
quired to make an early start to arrive 
at the meeting. Musie was furnished 
during the luncheon by a young man 
of Audubon. 
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The afternoon meeting started of 
with the book talks, which are always 
looked forward to with interest and 
enjoyment. The adult books, both fie. 
tion and non-fiction, were given by 
Mrs. Helen Allen Burgess of Onawa, 
Mrs. Minnie W. Brazie of Harlan, Iya 
Glessner of Sioux City, and Marjorie 
Donaldson of the Library Commission, 
Des Moines. Those present who had 
been privileged to hear Cecil Benton 
of Sioux City review children’s books 
were again pleased to have her on the 
program. 

In his address on ‘‘ Libraries and Li- 
brarians,’’ Philo Clark of Red Oak 
gave some amusing incidents showing 
his knowledge of the subject. His 
three classifications of librarians were 
entertaining as well as edifying. On 
the subject of censorship Mr. Clark 
emphasized the fact that since the 
newspapers, radio, and moving pictures 
were run by syndicates and definitely 
censored, books were the main source 
for all sides of a question. 

A vote of thanks was unanimous to 
the Audubon Library as hostess for the 
meeting and the participants of the 
program. Word was received from 
Julia A. Robinson expressing her de- 
sire for a good meeting and regret at 
being unable to attend. 





Southwest District 
Reported by Gertrude Lincoln, Council Biufs 
Public Library 

The meeting of the Southwest Dis- 
trict of the Iowa Library Association 
was held in Corning on April 24th. The 
attendance was unusually large, and 
what is most interesting to report, 
there were more members of library 
boards registered than there were li- 
brarians. 

In the morning session, Mrs. Jessie 
B. Gordon reported on a new inter 
pretation of the Iowa library law, 
which is to affect the finances of. 
Iowa libraries. During the discussion 
following her report other aspects of 
this interpretation were brought out. 

Mildred Pike, president of the L b 
A., greeted the librarians and trustees 
on behalf of the association and 
announcement concerning the state 








d Li- 


gees 2598599 FEE 


a 
= = 


rSREPEF 6 


ese 


oo eT 


meeting to be held this fall in Des 
Moines. 

Luncheon was served at the Metho- 
dist Chureh in Corning at 12:30, and 
the meeting reconvened at 1:30, at 
which time we were entertained by a 
trio of high school girls who gave an 
interesting and varied musical pro- 
gram. 

The discussion of new adult books 
was in charge of four librarians, each 
of whom was responsible for a brief 
review of four or five outstanding 
books. Lucille Shanklin of Council 
Bluffs talked on recent children’s 
books with authentic regional back- 
ground. 

The afternoon session was concluded 
with a very stimulating and entertain- 
ing address by Philo Clark of Red Oak, 
who described some libraries and li- 
brarians he had known. He concluded 
his talk with a plea that librarians and 
library boards should be liberal minded 
in their book selection and not ride 
their particular hobbies in the matter 
of books. 

After the adjournment a delightful 
tea was given by members of the Corn- 
ing Library Board. 

Mrs. Gordon Hayes of Red Oak pre- 
sided at the meeting. An invitation 
for next year’s meeting was received 
from the Glenwood Library. Harriett 
Foster of Clarinda was chosen for next 
year’s chairman. 


Middle-East District 
Reported by Kathryn P. Mier, 
Davenport Public Library 

The district meeting of the Middle- 
East District was held at the Cedar 
Rapids Public Library Tuesday, April 
28th, with Edna Giesler, librarian of 
the Davenport Public Library, chair- 
man, and 78 in attendance. 

While not all of the roll eall re- 
sponses were answered with a snow or 
cold weather story, there were several 
good reminders of our past unusual 
winter, and others responded by tell- 
ing a good ‘‘library’’ story. 

Mrs. Gordon gave a splendid report 
as representative of the Legislative 
Committee, advising librarians to 
watch their spending and balances as 





well as their budget requests, and eall- 
ing attention to the fact that the state 
auditors had changed their procedure. 
A lively discussion followed her report. 


Miss Pike urged all librarians and 
assistants to help the Certification Com- 
mittee by filling out at the earliest pos- 
sible time the certification application 
blanks, which could be procured at 
Miss Robinson’s office. 


The relation of the public and school 
library was the subject of discussion 
lead by Mrs. Evelyn Bray of Grinnell. 
She told of the amicable and desirable 
arrangement worked out in the Grin- 
nell system and demonstrated what 
could be accomplished by a close re- 
lationship. Questions from the floor 
were answered which further amplified 
the subject, and suggestions of what 
other libraries were attempting made 
the discussion which followed valuable. 


Miss Murray, a representative of the 
WPA, told of what had been accom- 
plished in various libraries through 
WPA help and made some suggestions 
about what could be done by these 
workers in libraries. 


The president’s message was inspir- 
ing, and the announcements about the 
I. L. A. meeting in November at Des 
Moines made everyone present desir- 
ous of attending the meeting. 

Miss Rhynsburger urged that all 
members pay the I. L. A. dues at once 
and called attention to the fact that 
Miss Morse, the treasurer, was there 


and anxious to receive payments of 


those who wished to discharge their 
obligations. 

Emma Felsenthal announced the re- 
sumption of Library School this sum- 
mer and urged people considering the 
summer term to register as soon as 
possible. 

Miss Krieg announced the formation 
of a Junior Members Section of A. L. A. 
for Iowa, and urged all junior mem- 
bers to send in their names to her at 
the University Library. The formal 
organization is to take place at Des 
Moines in November. 

The absence of Miss Robinson was 
deeply felt, and the good wishes of the 
assembly were sent to her. 

We adjourned and at the suggestion 
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of Miss Hagey enjoyed a most delicious 
luncheon at the Copper Kettle. 

The afternoon session convened 
promptly at two. The major part of 
the program was given over to book re- 
views prepared by members of the Ce- 
dar Rapids, Davenport, Clinton, and 
Muscatine libraries. 

The high light of the afternoon was 
the address by Jay Sigmund, in which 
he stressed the value of poetry in évery 
day life and read some of his poetry. 


The Nominating Committee  an- 


nounced the appointment of Lillian 
Sutherland of Clinton as chairman for 
next year. 

We adjourned to the club rooms to 
a most beautifully appointed tea table 
and a most delicious and refreshing 
tea as guests of the Cedar Rapids staff. 





North Central District 
Reported by Charlotte E. Crosley, Kendall 
Young Library, Webster City 

The North Central District meeting 
of the Iowa Library Association was 
held at Garner on April 29th. There 
were 60 registered. The Garner Cham- 
ber of Commerce presented each vis- 
itor with a beautiful red rose when 
registering. 

The morning session was held in the 
publie library. Mrs. Lura M. Sanders 
of Algona, chairman, presided at both 
sessions. A telegram of sympathy was 
sent to Miss Robinson, telling how 
greatly she was missed. 

Miss Pike, president of the I. L. A., 
and Mrs. Gordon, chairman of the Leg- 
islative Committee, were present and 
contributed greatly to the interest and 
pleasure of the meeting. Miss Pike 
talked on certification and also told 
of the fine program being arranged for 
the I. L. A. meeting in October. Mrs. 
Gordon explained the need of library 
legislation in Iowa, urging librarians 
to ecoperate in every way. 

Mrs. Mary Bowman, librarian of the 
Clear Lake Public Library, talked in- 
terestingly on ‘‘The Relations of Pub- 
lie and School Libraries,’’ relating 
some personal experiences in Clear 
Lake. 

The district director of the WPA 
told of what their organization had 


done for libraries in Iowa and asked 
for cooperation. Miss Barrett urged 
membership in the A. L. A., and Migs 
Pike reminded us of our I. L. A. dues. 


Luncheon was served by the Catholic 
Ladies’ Society in their hall, and the 
afternoon program was held there. 
Brief book reviews were given by Jes. 
sie MeMurray and Charlotte Crosley 
of Webster City, Mary Kingsbury of 
Hampton, Alice Story of Fort Dodge, 
and members of her staff under the 
leadership of Miss Barrett of Mason 
City. 

Mrs. Rob Roy Cerney of Mason City 
gave a charming talk on the ‘Slay 
and Balkan Folk Tales.’’ She wore 
a picturesque native costume and also 
displayed some interesting and delight- 
ful books. 


The chairman of the Nominating 
Committee named Lydia M. Barrett of 
Mason City as chairman for next year, 
and Fort Dodge extended an invitation 
for next year’s meeting. 

The Committee on Resolutions ex- 
pressed appreciation for all who had 
contributed to the success of the meet- 
ing and of the pleasure felt in finding 
Mrs. Spayde, former librarian at Gar- 
ner, restored to health and able to at- 
tend the meeting. . 


Northeast District 
Reported by Mrs. W. R. Halden, 
Grundy Center 

The Northeast District meeting of 
the I. L. A. was held in Nashua, April 
30th. In spite of the severe storm, 57 
enthusiastic trustees and _ librarians 
were present. Miss Robinson was un- 
able to be there on account of illness, 

her presence being greatly missed. 
Mrs. Gordon, chairman of the Legis- 
lative Committee, gave an interesting 
and instructive talk concerning the 
need of future legislation for libraries. 
Miss Pike talked on Certification and 
urged all librarians and assistants to 
fill out blanks and send to the Board 
of Certification. Miss Eastman, a for- 
mer Nashua librarian, gave a humorous 
talk on ‘‘Libraries of Now and Then.” 
‘Relations of Public and School Li- 
braries’’ was introduced by Miss Ta- 

bor, and followed by a discussion. 
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Miss Pike, president of I. L. A., in 
her message expressed appreciation to 
the librarians for their outstanding 
work during the depression and for the 
way in which they have carried on in 
spite of the severe winter. A flute 
duet by Mary Ellen Seoles and Betty 
Lou Stevenson was received with much 
pleasure. 

Most excellent book talks, divided 
into four groups, were presented by 
Mrs. Byers, Miss Converse, Miss Grove 
and Miss Jones, the latter from Iowa 
State Teachers College. The guest 
speaker, Mrs. Rob Roy Cerney, Mason 
City, in costume, talked on Slav and 
Balkan Folk Tales. 

Marian Williams, Nashua, was 
elected chairman for 1937. 5 

A visit to the Little Brown Church 
concluded the meeting. 


Central District 
Reported by Lelia 8. Wilson, 
Iowa Library Commission 

The city and library of Marshalltown 
extended a gracious welcome to the li- 
brarians, trustees and friends who 
attended the Central District meeting 
of May 26th. The keynote of the day 
was set by the spirited introductory 
remarks of the chairman, Letha David- 
son of Ames, following which came the 
roll call of the libraries of the district. 

Mildred Pike presented the very per- 
tinent subject of certification and later, 
as president of the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation, she gave a: friendly under- 
Standing message. She paid special 
tribute to the librarians in small com- 
munities who often work alone and un- 
der serious difficulties. Mrs. Jessie 
Gordon, of Iowa City, made all keenly 
aware of what may result from the 
enforcement of the present library leg- 
islation. A need to do something to 
right the situation was strongly urged. 

After a brief intermission the book 
talks followed. Helen Aten, of the 
Iowa Library Commission, carefully 
summarized and evaluated a selected 
list of recent books of non-fiction, giv- 
ing helpful information to aid as a 
buying guide. Irma Woods, librarian 
of Winterset, discussed ‘‘What’s New 
in Fietion,’’ sketching briefly the plots 
of the novels listed. 
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Lunch was served at the Hotel Tall 
Corn, and the afternoon session fol- 
lowed in the adjoining room. Dorothy 
Deyoe, of the Iowa Library Commis- 
sion, spoke interestingly of ‘‘Some 
Recent Children’s Books,’’ displaying 
as she talked the bright, colorful books 
themselves. Very appropriately, she 
gave information about the recent 
Newbery prize winner, ‘‘Caddie Wood- 
lawn,’’ and its author, Mrs. Carol Ryrie 
Brink. 

Alan Fisher, a high school student of 
Marshalltown, who, with his family, 
made a recent trip to South America, 
Cuba, Mexico, and other points, showed 
some very interesting moving pictures 
which he himself had taken. 

At the close of the program Miss 
Blanche Stewart was elected chairman 
of the Central District for the coming 
year. 





Southeast District 
Reported by Irma W. Hopley, Librarian, 
Fort Madison 

The meeting of the Southeast Dis- 
trict of the Iowa Library Association 
was held at Bloomfield on Thursday, 
May 28th. The weather was beautiful 
and there were about 50 present, not 
counting the Bloomfield people. 

The same topic was used for roll call 
as at the other meetings. Mrs. Gordon 
gave a very informative talk on legis- 
lation, which was followed by diseus- 
sion. Miss Pike spoke briefly on 
certification and outlined the program 
for the state meeting this fall. Mrs. 
Nabers WPA director for this district, 
was interesting in her talk, but there 
was little discussion of the subject. 

At the afternoon session a member 
of the Burlington staff, several from 
the Ottumwa staff, Eva G. Denny of 
Washington, and May Hunt of Penn 
College Library, gave interesting re- 
views of the books listed for this year’s 
discussion. Mrs. Edward Burchett of 
Bloomfield gave an interesting talk on 
‘*Haiti, a Study in Black and White.”’ 

Tea was a delightful courtesy to 
which most of the guests remained. 

Nannie Fulton of Keokuk was 
elected chairman for next year. In- 
vitations for next year’s meeting were 
received from Keokuk and Burlington. 































































Iowa Library Association Members 
Paid Between November 15, 
1935, and June 9, 

1936 


Akron Public Library 

Albia Public Library 

Alderson, Bella, Librarian, Creston 

Barker, Frankie J., Librarian, Villisca 

Belmond Public Library 

Bernard, Gertrude, Librarian, Atlantic 

Bickel, Mrs. Doii, Trustee, McGregor 

Birk, Maye, Librarian, Anamosa 

Burgess, Helen A., Librarian, Onawa 

Burlington Public Library 

Carhart, Mrs. Frances Dukes, Staff, Drake 
University 

Carroll Public Library 

Centerville Public Library 

Converse, Abbie J., Librarian, Creseo 

Council Bluffs Public Library 

Cresco Public Library 

Davis, Lucile G., Staff, Iowa City 

Donahoe, Dorothy, Supervisor Polk County 
W. P. A. Library Project 

Duncan, Mrs. Laura M., Librarian, Albia 

Evans, Hazel, Staff, Cedar Rapides 

Foster, Harriett, Librarian, Clarinda 

Gol Ida E., Staff, Cedar Rapids 

Gower, Vera M., Staff 

Greenfield Public Library 

Grundy Center Public Library 

Harlan Public Library 

Hayes, Mrs. Lillian, Librarian, Centerville 

Heminger, Mrs, Charles C., Trustee, Sigour- 
n 


ey 
Hostetter, J. May, Librarian, Marengo 


Iowa State College Library 

Klein, Marcella, Staff, Cedar Rapids 

Krieg, Clarice, Staff, State University 

Lindsay, Margaret, Librarian, Manchester 

Maquoketa Public Library 

Millard, Mrs. Cora Poor, Librarian, Bur- 
lington. 

N , Irene, Staff, Ft. Madison 

O’Donnell, Anna, Staff, State University 

Olson, Anna, Librarian, St. Ansgar 

Onawa Public Library 

Ottumwa Publie Library 

Pike, Mildred H., Librarian, Sioux City 

Pocahontas Public Library 

Ralston, Mrs. Isabel M., Librarian, Poca- 
hontas 

Robb, Elizabeth, Staff, State University 

Sioux City Public Library 

Stevens, Sadie R., Librarian, Carroll 

Taylor, Ruby, Staff, Cedar Rapids 

Tedford, Mrs. H. H., Trustee, Bedford 

Tipton Public Library 

Wallace, Mrs. J. E., Librarian, Belmond 

Walpole, Elizabeth, Librarian, Storm Lake 

Walters, Mayme, Librarian, Tipton 

Washington Public Library 

Waukon Public Library 

White, Mrs. Madge, Staff, Storm Lake 

Whitcomb, Metta, Librarian, Marion 

Woods, Irma M., Librarian, Winterset 


Legislation 

At a meeting of a special committee 
held in the Library Commission office 
on May 29th, a resolution was adopted, 
as follows: 

That the special committee recom. 
mend the following four-point program 
of legislation for consideration by the 
Legislative Committee : 

Certification. 

State aid for replacing depleted }j- 
brary beok stocks. 

Revision of code affecting libraries. 

Reorganization of state library agen- 
cies. (Not listed in order of importance 
or need.) 

The special committee further ree- 
ommends that the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation confer on the Legislative Com- 
mittee descretionary power to push 
any or all of the above plans as it may 
deem expedient after the legislature 
convenes. 

This suggested legislation is thus 
early presented to the librarians and 
library boards of the state to give time 
for consideration and preparation for 
discussion at the state meeting in No- 
vember. Mrs. Gordon, chairman of the 
Legislative Committee, Miss Pike, 
president of the I. L. A., and Miss Rob- 
inson, secretary of the Library Com- 
mission, will all be glad to furnish in- 
formation regarding the necessity of 
each one of these points which should 
be fully considered and discussed. 





American Library Association Confer- 
ence, Richmond, Virginia, 1936 
Lelia 8. Wilson, Iowa Library Commission 

Southern hospitality, warm summer 
days, and an ever present sense of the 
significance of our national historic 
past characterized the 1936 American 
Library Association meeting in Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 

Due to the size of the John Marshall 
Hotel, which served as headquarters, 
the sectional meetings were widely 
scattered over the city, often at such 
distances that bus or taxi transporta- 
tion was necessary. This gave a differ- 
ent trend to the meeting as one could 
not pass quickly from one group to 
another, sharing in the value of each. 

Downtown hotel accommodations 
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were also inadequate for the 2,838 
guests, and American Library Associa- 
tion members lived far and wide over 
the city. This meant less time for vis- 
iting exhibits and meeting friends be- 
tween sessions. 


On various occasions negro spirituals 
were sung most effectively by the Sab- 
bath Glee Club of Richmond, and also 
by the singers of Hampton Institute. 
The hearty and continued applause of 
the audience gave evidence of its real 
appreciation of this bit of southern life. 


The county library group was ex- 
tended to inelude the regional idea, 
and the name of the section was 
formally changed to County and Re- 
gional Section. 


At a meeting built around the topie, 
‘‘Regional Service for Libraries,’’ dis- 
cussions were held of the developments 
in the Rocky Mountain Region, British 
Columbia, and also the informal agree- 
ment plan of New Jersey. Helen Gor- 
don Stewart, of British Columbia, who 
spoke most interestingly of their prog- 
ress, stated that in view of the unpopu- 
larity of the land tax there, each tax- 
payer paid the same amount, and to 
this method she attributed the success 
of their venture. 


At a Small Libraries Section, Miss 
Mildred Sandol, of Ohio, explanined 
what their state is doing under a 
county federation organization. They 
have county service but not a county 
library, with libraries of similar size 
and type coming together for mutual 
helpfulness. 

One of the real privileges of the week 
in Richmond was that of hearing Doug- 
las S. Freeman, author of the four-vol- 
ume biography of Robert E. Lee. At 
a joint meeting of the League of Li- 
brary Commissions and the State Li- 
braries he spoke compellingly of the 
need to be concerned about the preser- 
vation of all material pertaining to a 
state’s history. He drew on his own 
experience in writing his biography of 
the ‘‘Great General,’’ stating that in 
his research, he consulted three thou- 
sand volumes, but found as the most 
helpful the memoirs of an obscure con- 
federate captain, which might easily 
have been cast aside. He urged the 
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keeping also of such ephemeral ma- 
terial as pamphlets and posters and 
closed by saying, ‘‘History gives us 
hope.’’ 


Mr. Freeman, who is the editor of 
the Richmond News Leader, gave a 
more formal address Saturday morning 
at the last general session, on the sub- 
ject, ‘‘Biography Today and Tomor- 
row,’’ and it is to be regretted that 
so many had left the city before that 
time. 


One was made aware of the value of 
microphotography. as an important li- 
brary aid. The objectives were sum- 
marized as use for duplicating rare 
documents, ‘‘separates’’ for interli- 
brary loan, the publication of research 
material, and also for inexpensive cop- 
ies of ephemeral material. In one 
western region, with its aid, WPA 
workers are making a union catalog. 


A high spot in any American Library 
Association conference is the Newbery 
award. This meeting was held in the 
Seeond Presbyterian Church, a 
shadowy old building, bearing the 
marks of an historic past. Mrs. Claire 
Huchet Bishop, children’s librarian of 
the New York Public Library, spoke 
with a delightful French accent of her 
own work as a librarian, and on ‘‘ Writ- 
ing for Children.’’ Archibald Hender- 
son, of the University of Carolina, a 
man who knows personally both G. B. 
Shaw and Albert Einstein, gave a very 
stimulating and amusing address deal- 
ing with the influence of one’s reading 
as a child upon his future life. His 
interest in developing a miniature the- 
atre when a boy led him on into the 
writing of the biography of George 
Bernard Shaw. 


The prize award was given to Mrs. 
Carol Ryrie Brink for her book, ‘‘Cad- 
die Woodlawn,’’ an honor which she 
accepted with grace and charm. 


The Thursday afternoon of the con- 
ference was set aside as a free time, 
when conference folks went forth en 
masse to visit the historic sites around 
Richmond. Many took that day to go 
to the interesting restored capitol of 
Williamsburg, which is 50 miles distant. 
All library school dinners were held 



























































on that evening, which afforded a hap- 
py ending to a pleasant day. 

Important library history was made 
when the Council voted 56 to 6 in favor 
of Federal Aid. 


Iowa Breakfast at the A. L. A. 


According to custom, a breakfast for 
Iowans at present or formerly em- 
ployed in Iowa was held during the 
A. L. A. conference at Richmond on 
Thursday morning, May 14th, with 28 
in attendance whose names appear 
below. 





Now Employed in Iowa 
Lydia M. Barrette, Mason City 
Edna Giesler, Davenport 
E. Joanna Hagey, Cedar Rapids 
Mary E. MeCoy, Indianola 
Mrs. Cora Poor Millard, Burlington 
Lucille Shanklin, Staff, Council Bluffs 
Blanche Stewart, Marshalltown 
Alice B. Story, Fort Dodge 
Lillian A. Sutherland, Clinton 
Grace Van Wormer, University Libraries, 
Iowa City 
Callie Wieder, Waterloo 
Lelia S. Wilson, Iowa Library Commission, 
Des Moines 
Others from Iowa were present at 
the Richmond meeting but unable to 
attend the breakfast because of other 
engagements. No program was given, 
but telegrams were sent to Mr. Brig- 
ham and Miss Robinson. Miss Giesler 
of Davenport was in charge. 
Formerly Employed in Iowa 
Clara L. Abernethy (Iowa Library Com- 
mission), Winthrop College, Rock Hill, 8. C. 
Mary Egan (Clinton), Highland Park Illi- 
nois 
Hoyt R. Galvin (Indianola), Technology 
Department, TVA, Knoxville, Tenn. 
Florence Inghram (Council Bluffs and 
Davenport), Reference Department, Teach- 
ers College Library, Columbia University, 
New York City 
Mrs. Jennie T. Jennings (State College), 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
‘ Ora King (Des Moines), Reference Libra- 
rian, East Orange, New Jersey 
Mrs. Elizabeth Townsend Ramsay (State 
Institutions), Book Wagon Department, Day- 
ton Ohio 
Jane E. Roberts (State University), Akron, 
Ohio 
Blanche Robertson 
Muskegon, Michigan 
Katharine B. Rogers, Trenton, New Jersey 
Grace D. Rose (Des Moines), Morristown, 
New Jersey 
Mr. and Mrs. G. H. 


(Simpson College), 


Sandy (Indianola), 


Urbana, Illinois 
Mildred Stewart (Des Moines), Cleveland, 
Ohio 
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The following librarians, formerly 
connected with the Des Moines Publie 
Library, enjoyed a dinner together 
while in Richmond: Grace D. Rose 
Edna Giesler, Alice B. Story, Ora King, 
Mildred Stewart, and Gladys Ecklund. 


We Thank You 
To My Friends: 

Whether or not you have received 
a card from me, I want to publicly 
express my thanks for your greetings 
and to assure all who remembered me 
on my ninetieth birthday that your 
thought did much to make the ocea- 
sion a happy one, to be recalled with 
joy to my latest day. I thank you all 
for your remembrance of me on that 
day of days. 





—JOHNSON BRIGHAM, 
State Librarian. 





May the secretary of the Library 
Commission be permitted a personal 
note of thanks and appreciation in the 
Library Quarterly for the kind wishes 
and messages which have come to her 
in such large numbers from trustees, 
library boards, and librarians all over 
the state in her enforced absence from 
active work for a time. 

These, with the telegrams which 
came from the district meetings ex- 
pressing regret at her absence, greatly 
cheered her heart, and the news of the 
large attendance and successful meet- 
ings were very gratifying. Thank you, 
one and all. 

Strength and eyesight are now re- 
turning and full duties being resumed. 

—Junia A. Rosprnson, Secretary. 


Now and Then—a Contrast* 
By Fannie V. Eastman, former Librarian, 
Nashua, Iowa 

If there is one person more tiresome 
than another, I have always felt it 
was the old lady who perpetually im- 
dulged in reminiscences, the ‘‘Don’t 
you remember?’’ or ‘“‘I remember 
when’’ type. I firmly resolved not to 
be classed in that category. Why wan- 
der around in past history when there 
is so much of vital interest here and 
now? I have drawn the dead line re- 


*Read at District Library Meeting at Nashua, 
April 30, 1936, 
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garding further talks on ‘‘The Little 
Brown Church,’’ ‘‘Old Bradford,”’ and 
the early history of Nashua and 
Chickasaw County, and now our dis- 
trict chairman tempts me with the li- 
brary question. I am sure you agree 
that ‘‘A rose by any other name—’’ 
and so I venture to change the assigned 
topic to a brief discussion of ‘‘Now 
and Then, in Contrast.’’ 


First, the librarians who come to 
us now, with their splendid equipment 
of training for library service and 
knowledge of the work they wish to 
do, form a marked contrast to the 
early Iowa librarians who struggled 
alone to find out how their work 
should be done. I congratulate these 
new librarians on the enthusiasm with 
which they take up their new work in 
old libraries, for that is the most fas- 
cinating thing about library work, it 
is always new, new books, new people, 
and tremendously new problems which 
make their work so necessary today. 
But I condole with these librarians as 
I think of the pleasures they will miss. 


There is a certain joy in starting 
anything and watching it grow, and 
they can never know the fun of start- 
ing a library. The pleasure we had in 
its organization, our first book shower 
when the elements indulged in a tor- 
rential shower outside our place of 
meeting and still books were showered 
upon the waiting committee. The fun 
the ladies had in arranging a very 
small collection of books in an old room 
many sizes too large, the funny assort- 
ment of odd chairs and tables that 
were donated, and the gay times the 
ladies had manufacturing book shelves 
and furniture from old packing boxes. 
Creative instinct was shown in original 
designs. 

They miss the pleasure of appealing 
to Andrew Carnegie for a_ library 
building and the wondering tf and 
when, and the thrill that came when 
the mayor sent a messenger to the li- 
brarian’s door to say the request had 
been granted. Walking downtown 
that morning you were not sure 
whether your feet were on a rather 
muddy sidewalk or ‘‘climbing up the 
Golden Stair.”’ Even the small boy 
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swings his cap and ealls, ‘‘Hi, there! 
We got it, didn’t we!’’ Our librarians 
now can never know that particular 
thrill. 

Now the larger number of library 
patrons are familiar with your books, 
having looked your shelves over many 
times, and so the librarians today miss 
the joy of introducing their public to 
the library, fitting books and people 
together for the first time, which has 
a pleasure all its own. 


Then many of the boys and girls 
had never seen a library and were 
eager to discover its treasures. It was 
all so delighfully new. One young 
lady timidly inquires if you have any 
books for men. Her brother liked to 
read but thought perhaps it was ia- 
tended just for ladies. 


You who have begun work in a 1i- 
brary already containing mary thon- 
sands of books miss the thrill experi- 
enced when we reached the first thou- 
sand, actually one thousand books! In 
later years I sometimes wondered if 
the first thousand volumes we then had 
did not represent as much in actual 
literary merit as the many thousands 
we have accumulated now. Now the 
librarian misses the magazines that 
were found in the old library, The Cen- 
tury, The World’s Work, the old Out- 
look, The Mentor, and a number of 
others which have never been replaced 
in the magazine world. 


In those days the library cards we 
held gave us such a satisfactory deal 
in substantial values We were not 
looking for new deal with the per- 
plexing problems and alphabetical in- 
tricacies it has brought to the libra- 
rian of today. Probably had we been 
forced to puzzle over the questions in- 
volved in the AAA, the CWA, the 
NRA, the TVA, and the XYZ and all 
their confusing problems, we should 
have wished we were back in some 
B. C. era. 

It is a fine thing to remodel the old 
library buildings, replacing old equip- 
ment and old books with new. It is 
a finer thing to aid in rebuilding and 
bringing new life to an old world and 
that is the opportunity given to the 
publie library today. 












































= 


























PE EEE TREE NR PTET 






Re retention tem teresa nmrrnmemanitingarie emer 








































Junior Members of Iowa—a Reality? 


Under the spreading JMRT, 
Iowa the umptieth stands— 
(with apologies where due!) 


Junior members here! Junior mem- 
bers there! In fact, one can no longer 
doubt that there are Junior members 
everywhere. Every breeze that blows 
carries news of another local Junior 
member’s organization. It was even 
rumored at Richmond that some 25 
local groups have already been formed. 


Looking back at the March issue of 
the Wilson Bulletin, it can easily be 
seen that ‘‘JMRT-itis’’ is assuming 
epidemic proportions. 

What is the cause of this curious 
‘‘itis’’? Simply this—here, there, and 
everywhere are young librarians who 
are filling crannies in the library field. 
Because the professional bond is a 
strong one, this widely assorted group 
of young contemporaries has in com- 
mon the desire to become acquainted 
with each other. Junior members’ or- 
ganizations serve primarily as a means 
by which young librarians may meet, 
and secondarily, as an outlet for young 
ideas and enthusiasms, with the result 
that some groups have been able to 
undertake worth-while projects. All 
the groups have been guided in these 
respects by the ideals of the Junior 
Members Round Table of the American 
Library Association. 

Youthful librarians in Iowa are no 
exception to those elsewhere. In fact 
a group of 20 Junior members from the 
staffs of the Iowa City Public Library 
and the State University of Iowa Li- 
braries is certain that such an organiza- 
tion should be formed, so that Iowa, 
too, can participate in this growing 
movement. Through its committee, 
composed of Clarice Krieg, chairman, 
Harold Hayden, and Elizabeth Robb, 
the group takes this opportunity to 
bring the idea to the attention of Iowa 
Junior members. It is hoped that a 
meeting may be held during the Iowa 
Library Association meeting in Novem- 
ber, at which time an organization for 
Iowa can be formed. 

All the local groups have been or- 
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ganized along the same lines as the 
Junior Members Round Table of the 
American Library Association. Mem- 
bership in the state library association 
is the primary qualification set up by 
these groups. In addition to this, the 
age limit of 35 years is usually ob- 
served. While no definite rules ean 
be set up until there is an organization, 
it seems advisable to follow the lead 
of the others regarding these qualifica- 
tions for membership. 


The Iowa City committee through 
its chairman, who may be addressed 
at the State University of Iowa Libra- 
ries, is particularly anxious to hear 
from Junior members throughout the 
state and to have the names of every- 
one who is interested. If you have an 
opinion—favorable or unfavorable— 
will you not jot it down and send it 
post haste to Iowa City? Letters from 
each of you will be welcomed. 

Who knows!—an Iowa JMRT may 
yet fill that umptieth place on the rap- 
idly lengthening roster! 

—CLARICE Kriec, Chairman. 





Iowa Wins Prize Painting 

How proud and pleased all Iowan 
lovers of art must be who worked so 
hard for National Art Week to know 
that Iowa won for this effort the prize 
over all other states west of the Missis- 
sippi. Congratulations! A splendid 
work has been done and for art, the ar- 
tists of Iowa, and for Iowa. 

National Art Week is sponsored by 
the American Artists Professional 
League, a non-profit making association, 
working for American art and artists. 
The prize is a very beautiful oil painting 
by Orlando Rouland, a well known east- 
ern artist. It was displayed at the 
spring board meeting of the Iowa Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs where it met 
enthusiastic admiration. It will be 
shown again at the fall board meeting. 

This picture and the one won in the 
Penny Art Fund several years ago, are 
now available at the office of the Art 
Chairman, Iowa City, for loan. Insur- 
ance express to and from Iowa City will 
be the cost only. Great care should be 
used when they are borrowed. 
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Lydia Roberts Award for 1936 


Two Lydia C. Roberts Graduate Fel- 
lowships have been assigned this year 
to Library Service, one going to Mary 
Elizabeth Brindley of Ames, in order 
that she may continue advanced work 
for her Master’s degree. Miss Brind- 
ley was awarded a scholarship last year 
and received her B.S. degree in the 
School of Library Service. She has had 
several years’ experience as assistant 
in various departments of the Iowa 
State College since 1928 and has made 
an excellent record and is highly ree- 
ommended by the faculty of Columbia 
School of Library Service, who know 
her personality and her work. 


The second scholarship has been as- 
signed to Ruth Josephine Cubbage of 
Des Moines, who expects to begin her 
work for her B.S. degree this fall. She 
has an A.B. degree from Drake Uni- 
versity, 1931, and B.M. degree, 1933, 
is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and 
received departmental honors in mathe- 
maties and French, as well as general 
honors, although she worked in the 
library while carrying on her college 
studies. Since December, 1935, she has 
been an assistant in the New York 
Publie Library. 


Libraries and the WPA 

The number of clippings on this sub- 
ject coming through the Library Com- 
mission clipping service is too small to 
form any idea of the extent of this help 
to libraries, and it is not wise to take 
them as a basis of a report of what is 
being done. Of one project only we 
have definite knowledge. 

In Polk county a project was ap- 
proved, providing for helpers in all the 
small towns of the county in the estab- 
lishing of libraries. 

This has resolved itself into help to 
school libraries, almost all of which were 
already borrowing books from the Trav- 
eling Library. In some cases a small 
collection of adult books for community 
use has been added. So the problem of 
book supply was easy. 

The attention has been given to the 
mending of books, owned by the schools, 
two or more people each being assigned 
to the different schools. 
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Before doing any work of this kind 
each helper has had instruction of a 
week or more in the Library Commission 
office under the library commission head 
relief mender and the workers were thus 
prepared for what they would be ex- 
pected to do. As a result the town 
school libraries of Polk county will be 
in a better condition than they would 
otherwise be. 

Mrs. Dorothy Donahoe, a graduate of 
Wisconsin Library School, and before 
her marriage an assistant in the Water- 
loo Public Library, is supervisor of this 
project, and without such trained super- 
vision the work could not have been ap- 
proved or undertaken under the Library 
Commission. 

The Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion greatly deprecates the appointment 
of people to library projects, involving 
other than routine work, who have 
neither the education nor other qualifi- 
cations necessary for library assistants. 

That there may be a better under- 
standing between library people and 
WPA workers, an attempt was made 
to have a WPA district director in at- 
tendance at each library district meet- 
ing this spring that a discussion of the 
subject may make this work more satis- 
factory to all. 

The above item was prepared for the 
last number of the Quarterly but was 
crowded out. The editor sees no rea- 
son for changing it beyond adding a 
paragraph or two concerning the sum- 
mer work which is being planned for 
this project. 

These libraries, as stated above, have 
been located in school buildings dur- 
ing the year and these buildings are 
generally closed during the summer, 
but through the cooperation of the 
school superintendents and the com- 
munity, libraries will be kept open for 
community use during the vacation 
period at Ankeny, Bondurant, Johns- 
ton Station, Polk City, Runnells, and 
Urbandale. 

Since these libraries are not being 
opened in the summer for full time, 
those in charge will continue their 
mending of school books. 

Mrs. Donahoe also expects to ar- 
range for story hours at several if not 
all of these places. 





























































Library News of the State 


Bloomfield—Mrs. Harold Rowe has 
been appointed a member of the li- 
brary board to succeed her mother, 
Mrs. O. D. Wray, who recently died. 


Boone—Sarah Bibbs, who for a num- 
ber of years served as children’s libra- 
rian, has been elected to the position 
of librarian left vacant by Miss Mof- 
fatt’s death. Minnie Davis was elected 
first assistant and reference librarian, 
also secretary of the board, and Helen 
Stevens, assistant in the children’s de- 
partment, was elected children’s libra- 
rian with Gertrude Cordts as assistant. 


Burlington—Ruth Lachner of Du- 
buque, a graduate of Western Reserve 
University Library School, has been 
added to the staff of the library to take 
the position made vacant by the re- 
gretted resignation of Helen E. Berg- 
loff, who returns to her home in Cali- 
fornia. 

Carroll—A Carroll County Artists’ 
Exhibit was held in the library for a 
month during the early spring, and 
with very great success. People came 
from all over the county, many of 
whom you would never suspect of hav- 
ing any interest in pictures, and the 
library not only profited by the pub- 
licity thus given, but many people of 
the county knew more about pictures 
and art than had ever been the case 
before. 

Chariton—Eloise Brewer, assistant 
librarian for the last four years, has 
resigned to accept a business position, 
and Dora May Tinder has been ap- 
pointed temporary assistant. 

Charles City—The entrance hall of 
the public library has recently been 
remodeled to provide space for several 
new gift collections. 

Cherokee—Harriett Evert has been 
appointed to succeed Miriam Edwards, 
who lately resigned from the juvenile 
work in the library. Miss Evert has 
done work in the Waukesha, Wiscon- 
sin, Public Library in the supervision 
of workers on a PWA project. 











Des Moines—Library Commission— 
Helen Pherrin Ray, who has served as 
secretary to the executive secretary of 
the Library Commission for more than 
five years, was married to Don Ray 
on February 12th and left the Library 
Commission office on June Ist to join 
her husband in Peru, South America, 
Mrs. Ray has been a very efficient and 
faithful assistant and her going is 
much regretted. 

Beth Kroesen, of Iowa Falls, is sue- 
ceeding Mrs. Ray. Miss Kroesen is 
a graduate of the Ellsworth Junior 
College and the American Institute of 
Business, and has had experience in 
various secretarial positions. 


Des Moines—Public Library—Geor. 
gia M. Field, who has been in charge 
of the Registration Division for sevy- 
eral years, was married on May 23d 
to John C. Samp. Mr. Samp is con- 
nected with the American Red Cross 
and is stationed in Nebraska at the 
present time. 

Dorothy Reel, Hospital Librarian, 
was married on June 6th to Murray 
Work. They left immediately after the 
wedding for a summer trip to Cali- 
fornia. 

Mrs. Eva M. Page, reference libra- 
rian, sailed on the ‘‘Queen Mary” 
June 5th for a summer in England. 
Helen Albert and Ruth Woods, of Des 
Moines, have joined the staff for the 
summer months. Margaret D. Flick, 
Beaverdale Branch librarian, has re- 
turned to the University of Illinois to 
continue her course in library school. 

De Witt — Appointment has been 
made by the mayor of Dr. L. E. Clif- 
ford and Rev. L. A. Spooner to fill the 
vacancies on the library board caused 
by the death of Henry Mousel and the 
resignation of Mrs. E. L. Conover. 

Dunlap—Because of removal from 
town, Lucy Roth has tendered her 
resignation as a member of the library 
board, and Theresa Pflieger has been 
appointed to fill Miss Roth’s unexpired 
term. 

Dysart—Margaret Thiesen has re- 
signed as librarian because of the seri- 
ous illness of her mother, and Mrs. 
Frank Williams has been appointed to 
the position. 
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Fairfield—Mrs. Walter Hunt has 
been appointed a member of the library 
board to sueceed Mrs. J. S. MeKeney, 
who recently resigned. 


Hamburg—Mrs. Camile Carpenter is 
the new member of the library board 
appointed to fill the vacaney caused by 
the removal to Shenandoah of Mrs. 
Ruth Coy. 


Indianola—The music donated last 
fall to the library by the Indianola 
Music Club is ready for circulation and 
will be loaned by the same system as 
books. The music library is a me- 
morial to Bessie Hamilton. 


Keokuk—The new members of the 
library board appointed to fill the va- 
eancies recently caused by the deaths 
of three members are Ida Mitchell, 
who will succeed her sister, Mrs. Wi- 
nona E. Reeves, and Frederic C. Smith. 
J. I. Annable, who has served as vice 
president, has been named president of 
the board to succeed George Craig. 
who served as president for 41 vears. 


McGregor—Ada Townsend, librarian 
for several years, has resigned and will 
be succeeded by Isabelle Boyle. 


Rockwell City—Mrs. E. Z. Smith has 
resigned as a member of the library 
board because of her removal to 
Florida, and Mrs. B. E. Stonebraker 
has been appointed her successor on 
the board. 


Sheffield—Mrs. K. M. Gjerson has 
been appointed to the library board 
to fill the unexpired term of Mrs. O. J. 
White, who has moved to Fort Dodge. 

Spencer—Gilbert S. James has been 
named a member of the library board 
to fill the vacancy caused by the death 
of Frederick Kirkpatrick. 

Waterloo—A dog show in which ¢a- 
nines of china, fur, cloth, and similar 
material were exhibited was held dur- 
ing the spring at the library, and rib- 
bons were awarded at the close of the 
show. This exhibit was in the interest 
of kindness to animals. 

Waverly—Mrs. Carl Hageman has 
been appointed to fill the vacancy on 
the library board caused by the resig- 
nation of Dr. Graening. This was re- 
quested by the city council until a 


reduction in the number of library 
board members can be made legally 
by the passage of a new city ordinance. 


Deaths 


Among the regrettable deaths which 
we are called upon to chronicle in this 
number of the Library Quarterly is 
that of Helen G. Baldwin, which re- 
cently occurred at Albany, N. Y. Miss 
Baldwin was eminently fitted for the 
work of a librarian, both by mental 
ability and by thorough preparation. 
She attended Clarke College at Dnu- 
buque for two years before entering 
the State University of Iowa, where 
she graduated in 1932, later receiving 
her master’s degree from the same in- 
stitution. She accepted a position in 
the Dubuque Public Library, following 
which she took the library course at 
Simmons College, Boston, Mass. From 
library school she went to the library 
of the University of Cincinnati, where 
she remained seven years. 

The last number of the Quarterly 
mentioned the fact that Miss Baldwin 
had been placed in charge of the com- 
pilation of the material for the Du- 
buque district for the American Guide 
Book. From there, she had been called 
in February to the Public Library of 
Albany, N. Y., which position she was 
filling when a simple accident caused 
her death. 

Elizabeth 





W. Dunlap is the third 
member of the Keokuk Library Board 
to die during the past year. 

Miss Dunlap had served on the board 
since February, 1917, as a member of 
the Book Committee, and could always 
be depended upon for interested con- 
sideration of library matters and for 
intelligent advice. She will be much 
missed. 

The resolutions passed by the library 
board of the Carnegie-Stout Library 
at Dubuque cover so thoroughly the 
fact of the death of Henry B. Gniffke 
and the loss which his passing brings 
to the board that they are used instead 
of further notice. 

‘“‘The death on March 10, 1936, of 
Henry B. Gniffke has bereft the Board 
and the Library of their head and the 
members of the Board of an associate 
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of many years’ standing, the loss of 
whose counsel and companionship is 
sincerely mourned. 

‘‘Mr. Gniffke was appointed a mem- 
ber of this Board by Mayor Haas on 
July 1, 1909, and in the year 1919 wa: 
elected president of the Board, suc- 
ceeding the late Peter Klauer in that 
eapacity. He had thus served on the 
governing board of the library during 
the greater part of its existence, and 
was its fourth president. 


Emma Holt, the stenographer to the 
library commission secretary from 1914 
to 1917, passed away in Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia, on May 17th, and was brought 
to her home in Des Moines for burial. 

Miss Holt was not only a competent, 
conscientious, and helpful assistant, 
but while serving in the library com- 
mission office, she prepared herself at 
the Y. W. C. A. and elsewhere as a 
physical education instructor, and 
served in this capacity for 15 years in 
the schools of Los Angeles, California. 


Frederick Kirkpatrick, a member of 
the Spencer Library Board for over 30 
years, died at his home in April. 


During the entire time of Mr. Kirk- 
patrick’s service on the board he was 
a member of the Building Committee, 
and chairman for most of that period. 
As the corner stone of the Carnegie 
Building was laid after his appoint- 
ment, he had the responsibility for the 
eare of the building and grounds since 
the beginning of the library. 

At its meeting on May 4th, the li- 
brary board passed resolutions of re- 
spect and regret. 


Bessie Moffatt, librarian of the Eric- 
son Library at Boone for many years, 
died recently under sad circumstances. 
She was on a vacation and passed 
away in her berth at night on a steamer 
from Norfolk, Virginia. 


Miss Moffatt became librarian in the 
Ericson Library on the first day of 
July, 1896, and has served as secretary 
of the board since 1917, making 19 
years as secretary. She was a faith- 
ful, conscientious worker. The library 
was always her first thought and chief 
consideration and her going at this 
time takes from the community a per- 


sonage long known, loved, and re. 
spected. Boone owes much to its li- 
brary and to Miss Moffatt, who has 
made the library an institution in the 
community. 

The library was closed during Miss 
Moffatt’s funeral. 

The De Witt Library Board and com- 
munity mourn the sudden passing of 
Henry Mouzel during March. The li- 
brary and business houses were closed 
during the hour of his funeral services, 

Mr. Mouzel was a member of the li- 
brary board and its president for many 
years, and his death brings much re. 
gret to all with whom he was associ- 
ated. 


Mary O. Stewart, for 33 years libra- 
rian of the Cedar Falls Public Library, 
passed away on May 6th in a hospital 
at Santa Monica, California, and was 
buried with a private service in Glen- 
dale on May 9th. 

Miss Stewart, during her years in 
the Cedar Falls Public Library, ren- 
dered most efficient service, and saw 
the library increase in size and use- 
fulness under her direction. The last 
few years of her service there she la- 
bored under the disadvantage of ill 
health. Since her removal to Califor- 
nia, she has been a constant sufferer 
and her going is a relief to her. The 
news of her death, we know, will be 
a matter of regret to her many friends 
in Iowa. 

In the death of Evelyn Widmeier, a 
member of the Carnegie Library staff 
of Dubuque for 11 years, the library 
lost a valuable and efficient staff mem- 
ber. Her warm heart and enduring 
qualities won her the affection of her 
fellow workers, and her kind interest 
in the public and her untiring devotion 
to duty, the respect of the board mem- 
bers and the the public whom she 
served. 

Mrs. Henrietta Wray of Bloomfield, 
Iowa, died at her home on April 8, 
1936. Mrs. Wray was appointed 4 
member of the first board of library 
trustees when the Bloomfield Carnegie 
Library was erected in 1912-13. For 
more than 23 years she served as @ 
member of this board, first as treasurer 
and in recent years as vice president 
and a member of the book committee. 
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